Horne: Influence of Diseases of Nose on the Ear operation done on the nose with any idea of affecting the ear; any operation done on the nose is for the nose only.
Accurate case taking will avoid many disappointing results. Careful records of the hearing tests both for diagnostic and comparative records is essential to sound practice. Furthermore, careful records of the progress in improvement is of first importance, since it is of great value in our determining when to stop treatment. Over treatment is unfair to the patient, disappointing to the surgeon and patient alike, and for the latter may be disastrous. l)r. JOBSON HORNE.
When discussing the benefit conferred by nasal treatment on deafness, otosclerosis is one cause of deafness which must be excluded. I-do not know of a single case of pure otosclerosis which has benefited by nasal treatment apart from other treatment.
Mr. W. STUART-LONW-.
I agree with another speaker that it is a pity to divide those who practise this specialty into sets or camps. Were I to receive a label I think it would be " Sepsisist," because I believe that in most of these cases there is a degree of sepsis present, and that we do not take cultures of the discharges frequently enough. Why do so many instances of marked deafness in the course of nasal catarrh recover their hearing completely'? It is because in such cases the catarrh is due to the presence of such simple organisms as the Micrococcus catarrhalis as distinguished from septic organisms. But if you find septic organisms in the nose, the patient is liable to have fugitive sepsis of the middle ear, and the repetition of this produces exudative or dry catarrh of the middle ear, and a more permanent form of deafness results. One important precaution, therefore, is the careful bacteriological examination of the discharge from the nose. We have been told that in complete obstruction of the nose there is often no deafness. Why? Because there is no sepsis, but, if sepsis results, the patient will get fugitive attacks of middle-ear sepsis resulting in dry catarrh of the ear. We should operate for this condition if there are repeated attacks, because it will. lead to deafness. The
